
Approved 4.7.2021 
 
TOWN O F WENHAM 
Wenham Board of Health  
Joint with Board of Selectmen 
Meeting of January 5, 2021 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, § 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk and delivered 
to all Board members, a meeting of the Wenham Board of Health (BOH) was held Tuesday January 5, 2021 at 5:15pm.  Due 
to the COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting 
took place virtually on Zoom. The Chair announced the meeting was being recorded and those BOH members present. 
 
The Wenham Board of Health (BOH) makes regulations as it deems necessary for the public health and safety of the Town. 
The BOH is responsible for the enforcement of State Sanitary Codes, State Environmental Codes and BOH Regulations. 
Areas of responsibility include: septic systems, housing and dwelling units, food service establishments, private wells and 
recreational camps for children.   
Board members are elected for a three-year term: Gerald Donnellan (2021); Dr. Andrew Ting, (2022); Regina Baker (2023) 
 
Board of Health (BOH) call to order -With a quorum present, Dr. Ting called the meeting to order at 5:45 pm.  
Board members present: Dr. Andrew Ting, Chair; Regina Baker; Gerald Donnellan 
The Board of Selectmen meeting was already in progress.  Selectmen present: Gary Cheeseman, Chair & Clerk; Jack Wilhelm, Vice 
Chair; John Clemenzi, Vice Chair   
Others present: Tom Younger, Interim Town Administrator; Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services; Nicci 
Roebuck, Executive Assistant Town Administrator's Office; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Discussion and potential vote to close town buildings to the public until further notice.  
The Board of Health meet jointly with the Board of Selectmen for discussion regarding the rising COVID-19 numbers in 
Wenham and a potential vote regarding town offices. An update on previous and future testing for Wenham residents, 
school staff and students, and town staff will be provided.  
  
Dr. Ting summarized that due to the high Covid positive cases in town, Wenham, and contiguous towns, are now “red” 
communities. In response, the BOH discussed their concerns to keep public officials and staff as safe as possible and 
recommended town hall be closed and only accessible by appointment, noting there is the potential of high foot traffic in 
various departments.  
 
Selectmen Wilhelm and Clemenzi acknowledged the crisis but wanted town hall to remain open to the public with limited 
hours.  Mr. Cheeseman observed that an appointment only system controls the flow in and out of town hall and multiple 
people crossing paths in the building, and supported the recommendation and that he be reviewed frequently. Selectmen 
Wilhelm and Clemenzi agreed.  Appointments can be scheduled on the town’s web site. 
 
Vote: The BOS voted unanimously by roll call to change the town hall hours to appt only bases commencing Friday and review policy at (each) 
next meeting 19 January with updated statistics.   
 
Vote: The BOH voted unanimously by roll call that town hall be closed to the general public and be by appointment only and to continue with 
regular monitoring with adjustment as needed. 
 
Adjourn: The BOH unanimously adjourned by roll call at 5:56pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
1.21.2021 
 
 


